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(Opinions;
Magic and the AIDS Crisis

The battle against the AIDS 
virus suffered a setback this week 
when Magic Johnson, possibly the 
most symbolically powerful leader of 
the cause, resigned liis post as 
chairman of President Bush’s 
committee on AIDS. This could be 
a serious blow to efforts to educate 
the public and heighten awareness, 
especially among young people. 
Magic, as chairman of the 
committee, had the potential to be 
especially efffective in this position, 
as opposed to a physician or 
bureaucrat He is a tremendously 
articulate man, who brings with him 
a powerful image as a celebrity. His 
affliction highlighted a new twist in 
AIDS awareness, for the country 
was shocked when one of its finest 
physically conditioned athletes and 
one of its more affluent citizens fell 
prey to the disease. Magic, who 
seemed to have the world on a 
string beforehand, now stood as a 
potential force in educating the 
public on the dangers of AIDS and 
more importantly, on AIDS 
education. However, last week 
Magic left his potential unfulfilled 
when he stepped down from his 
position.

The question that remains after 
his resignation is, who is to be 
blamed for this squandered 
opportunity? Magic’s answer for this 
was the apathy and ineffectiveness 
of the Bush administration. He

claimed that his 'efforts were being 
ignored and that the problem was 
being pushed to the side, therefore 
he qhit One could take the 
opposing stance that the TJush 
administration’s current budget of 
$5 billjon a year is , proof that the 
issue is being addressed and that 
Magic is to be blamed for not 
working hard enough. However, this 
theory has serious holes in it also. 
To call Magic Johnson a quitter is 
like calling Mike Tyson a wimp. 
Magic has fought and won in 
everything he has done in his life. 
He fought his way out of the 
poverty of his youth by using his 
commitment to basketball as his way 
out As a player he was without 
question the winningest player in 
recent history, with a string of 
championships running from college 
through the pros. Also, in his; 
business dealings Magic worked 
hard to build an economic empire 
that would rivaPany tycoon, and 
planned to become the first black 
owner of an N.B.A franchise. 
Magic’s life is testament to his will 
and determination, and finding fault 
in his leadership qualities is next to 
impossible.

Who then is to blame for 
America’s apathy towards the AIDS 
issue? The answer is everyone. 
From»top to bottom Americans'have?- 
failed to show a heightened concern 
for AIDS prevention and education. 
Yes, minority elements

(homosexuals, drug users) share the 
responsibility of stopping this 
epidemic, but we must begin to 
realize that a great deal of 
responsibility lies in our ability to 
protect ourselves and our loved 
ones.

An issue, such as AIDS, only 
becomes politically important i' 
there is public out-cry and concern 
over the matter. The abortion issue, 
which - is backed with great 
conviction by people on both sides 
of the debate, is a prime example of 
how public sentiment affects political 
action, no candidate for president 
can get away with ignoring abortion.

The same should hold true for 
the AIDS crisis, it is up to 
Americans, especially educated 
Americans like ourselves, to start 
taking the issue seriously. If we 
don’t, we, and people we know, will 
soon start dying. In order to give 
this cause legitimacy we must start 
behaving responsibly. There is such 
a thing as safe-sex, and the n)ore we 
extol its importance the more 
attention it will receive and the 
more it whl be practiced. It is up to 
our generation, which stands to lose 
tne most from this exponentially 
expanding disease, to take a stock in 
our future and force this issue to 
the forefront of society’s collective 

•conscience. -

Matt GrifBn "95 is a contributor to 
The Crusader.

Top Ten Reasons 
Why Holy Cross 

Dropped Out of the 
U.S, News Top 25

10. Winless football team 

9. No Clarence Thomas hearings 

8. Flies

7. The Fenwick Review

6. We’re all a .bunch of spoiled brats

5. Incredibfy, the least popular 
major is Biology/Pre-med

4. John Barth

3. Lack of off-campus social life

2. The Crusader

1. We’re all a bunch of spoiled 
brats!

On Snoopy and Socialization
College. So many expectations, 

aspirations, limitations. Limitations? 
Unfortunate but true. Having spent 
the last thirteen years of my life 
eagerty awaiting the autonomy and 
latitude coupled with the 
independence of coUegiate life I am 
sad to report that the legions of eye
opening, whimsical ideas and 
adamant <x)nvictions I expected to 
be submerged in when I passed the 
security fotomat bdoth over a month 
ago have yet to materialize.

I suppose every "first-year 
student” has some coiiception of 
what they speculated "college" to be 
like. In my case however, I imagined 
late night conversations over tea and 
coffee about Plato or profound 
questions like "Why did the Wonder 
Twins always take the form of an 
animal and ice?" Instead, I have 
been plagued with piercing looks if I 
say hello to someone along Easy 
Street or dare cause a major faux 
pas by waring my back pack on two 
shoulders.

Yet, there is a glimmer of hope. 
Everyday fi-om dawn to dusk, a 
group of religiously dedicated 
gentlemen play baseball between 
Hanselman and Lehy. Likewise, the 
other day I did manage to get Into 
an argument about whether the 
smurfs were socialists (They \vere 
not). A definite pick me up. Finally, 
sledding down the muddy hills in a 
silk shirt after the first rain brought 
me sheer enjoyment But I do have 
to question why I feel like a defect

within the quiet waters of Holy 
Cross. What is wrong with ripples or 
even waves when the water beckons 
or the tide comes in? So many 
people have warned me of the

social dos and don’ts at. Holy Cross 
that I have come to the conclusion 
that if one is not Irish Catholic, a 
native of "Mass.," the product of a 
private institution, and a border-line 
alcoholic they need not bother apply 
to Holy Cross anymore. What ever 
happened to diversity? Granted, I 
nearly mirror the generic applicant 
above but that in no way takes away 
fi-om the fact that Hply'Cross is only 
hurting itself by stagnating the 
creative and cultural input a more 
heterogeneous campus can offer.

Snoopy and Charlie Brown. 
Ppssibty an infantile example but 
one that everyone can identify with. 
Resurrect in your minds full of petty 
dates and phone numbers the 
Charlie Brown. Halloween special 
Got it? Let’s take Charlie Brown 
first Do you remember what 
happened to him? Because he was 
unable to stand up for himself at 
Lucy’s party his head was used a

model for the pumpkin carving. 
While we all sympathized with 

'CharUe Brown then, in retrospect he 
embodied a kid with a severe self
esteem problem and the inability to

stand up for himself. On the. other 
hand let’s take a look at Snoopy. 
Slightly on the egotistical side. 
Snoopy spent his Halloween broken 
away from the crowd pretending to 
be the Red Baron along the 
countryside. Snoopy, although 
bizarre, did his own thing. To this 
day. Snoopy is still the coolest dog 
on earth. (My apologies to Ralph 
from the Muppets.) Anyway my

point is this: are you Snoopy or 
Charlie Brown? Do you wear plaid 
with paisley or are you confined to 
the fashion guidelines of the Gap, 
the Limited, or the pages of J. 
Crew? Do you walk barefoot in the 
rain because you want to jump in 
the puddles or because you would 
not dare get your suede shoes wet? 
Have you rejected your belief that 
there really is a Santa Claus simply 
because someone else told you 
otherwise? --- '

Mark Twain once -said "I’ve 
never let schooling get in the way of 
my education." In the same way 
stereotypes and rigid social 
standards set down like those of the 
ten commandments should not 
infringe upon the knowledge one 
gains from the people they attend 
school with. Open your mind and 
your mind will open you.

Nancy Bums "96 is a contributor to 
The Crusader.
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"Why did the Wonder Twins always take 

the form of an animal and ice?"


