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Too Queer and Not Queer Enough 
Emily Breakell 

SGA Co-President Elect 
Learning about Catholic tradi

tion and Jesuit spirituality greatly 
enhances my life at Holy Cross. 
I believe that I am a much more 
thoughtful and intentional person 
than I was in my flailing first-year 
days as a direct result of some of 
the spiritual guidance with which 
Chaplains and Jesuits have provid
ed me. I regularly use the examen 
as a guide to find meaning in the 
little moments of fast-paced HC 
life. Catholic social teaching, par
ticularly the assertion that we have 
a responsibility to the poor, inspires 
much of my academic work. On 
the other hand, Catholic doctrine 
resists (queer) people like me. 
The Chatechism of the Catholic 
Church makes it abundantly clear 
that homosexuality is sinful, and 
more precisely, "intrinsically im
moral and contrary to the natural 
Jaw." The USCCB lists resources on 

it's website to "help" people with 
"homosexual inclinations." 

This is a daunting tension to face 
as a queer student at a Catholic col
lege. How do I rationalize attend
ing school that ascribes to a theol
ogy that fundamentally opposes 
my identity as a queer woman? 
First, when I say I'm queer, I mean 
that I find myself romantically and 
sexually attracted to men, women, 
and people; that do not neatly as
sociate with either of those (crans*, 
genderqueer, agender, etc.). I may 
also note that my feelings for men 
that I am attracted to are no more 
authentic than feelings I have for 
women or trans* people co which 
I am attracted. I firmly believe that 
the relationships I have had that 
the Catholic Church would charac
terize as sinful were beautiful and 
diffirult and no less legitimate than 
the ones they sanction. Ultimately, 
I chose to attend Holy Cross be
cause I am more than my sexual 

orientation, but to say that these 
intimate relationships are qoc im
portant to me would be dishonest. 
I am unwilling to suppress this part 
of me, and in the same way that my 
Catholic peers challenge me to in
terrogate my opinions and actions, 
I hope that my identity challenges 
others to think critically about in
stitutions that are central to their 
lives. I chink most people see me 
as an RA, an OL, a nerd, a SGA 
enthusiast, a singer, or a food recov
er-er before they see me as a queer 
person, but that also does not mean 
that my queerness doesn't matter, 
and that we can forget about it 
ahd forget about the importance of 
Catholic doctrine. 

CachQJic doctrine manifests itself 
meaningfully on campus in dif
ferent ways. One such way is that 
Holy Cross culture elevates oppo
site-sex relationships. The new fun 
thing co criticize is "safe spaces," 
but safe spaces are relative, and as 

far as I can see, Holy Cross is a safe 
space for normalizing straightness 
(a.k.a. heceronormativity) and even 
homophobia. We assume that peo
ple are straight here. For example, 
regarding housing, "cohabitation" 
is only a concern for opposite-sex 
couples (same-sex c.ouples can live 
together on campus because the 
college forgets/ignores that they ex
ist). Further, We are one of the few 
colleges that still has a LGBTQ+ 
support group that meets in secret. 
Finally, prior to my coming out on 
campus, people only asked if I had 
a boyfriend, or was interested in 
any guys on campus. These are just 
a few of the cues co students that 
heterosexuality is the unrelenting 
norm. 

At Holy Cross, I am both too 
queer and not queer enough. I 
am simultaneously at risk of of
fending people or making people 
uncomfortable, but am also often 
accused of npt "looking" or "act-

ing" queer. I will to submit to you 
that that LGBTQ+ people are just 
as complex as straight people, and 
that my haircut, my mediocre style 
choices, my fun/weird music taste, 
my academic interests, and my love 
of Holy Cross have very little to do 
with my sexual orientation. There 
are (other) queer people here, there 
are queer people in the Catholic 
Church, and there will be queer 
people in the offices, schools, hos
pitals, banks, and communities in 
which you will find yourself. You 
will not be able to know this by 
looking at them, or chatting with 
them. You will know when, and if, 
they cell you. Prior to that, I invite 
you to join with me in the project 
of recognizing that, in the wise 
.words of John Green, "the truth 
resists simplicity." The whole worl<l 
isn't flat. It's also not straight. 


