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Harmful Homophobia
To the Editor

I would like to write a rational 
reply to Dan McLaughlin’s article, 
"America’s Gay Dilemma." A 
rational repfy would include facts to 
justify my opinions. For example, it 
is a faa that Webster’s Dictionary 
defines a bigot as "one obstinately 
or intolerantfy devoted to his own 
opinions and prejudices." I would 
then be justified in expressing my 
opinion that Dan McLaughlin is a 
bigot

However, instead of being 
rational. I’m going to express my 
emotions just as Dan expresses Ids 
feelings of fear and superiority when 
he writes his columns. And I feel

angry. Very angry. I feel that Dan 
deserves a taste of his own 
medicine; I believe the phrase is "an 
eye for an eye." (How’s that for 
strict Biblical interpretation, Dan?) 
I feel that Dan is an egotistical 
jackass. If this condition is "entirely 
the result of genetics and/or 
environment, then being... (an 
egotistical jackass) ...is an identity or 
a disorder and is inseparable from 
the individual." Homosexuality is 
not a disorder in any sense of the 
word; it is an alternative sexual 
preference. Why does this evoke 
such great fear in people? Are they 
running out of other things to hate?

I hope you do not consider

yourself a true Christian, because 
Christianity embraces the idea of 
love and respect for aU human 
beings. To think you have the right 
to judge or declare moral superiority 
over another person completety 
rejects this idea. Why, then, "should 
Colin Powell know" anything about 
a life%le of which he has no 
personal knowledge? Wouldn’t it 
be a bit judgmental, Dan, like your 
assumption that homosexuality is 
"unpleasant" I want you to 
understand that your homophobia 
hurts everyone, especially yourself. 
(Ever heard of the concept of 
reaction formation?)

I would like to make two

requests. One, I ask the student 
body to ignore Dan’s homophobic 
ramblings and challenge your own 
knowledge of alternative lifestyles. 
Second, I ask of Dan that when you 
journey off to Harvard Law next 
year, you stick by your values and 
avoid any professors who are either 
homosexuals, alcoholics, non- 
Caucasians, or women since you 
have expressed such extreme hatred 
for all of them over the past years. 
I hop you enjoy that one seminar on 
upper class white-male superiority.

Jason Al^mnder *93

Schaefer Speaks Voices And Choices
To the Editor

The report in last week’s 
Crusader on the Spring Forum 
•panel on "Human Ri^ts" seriously 
distorts what I said. First, in 
describing the justifiability of 
sending American troops to Somalia 
as a "a difficult caU," I did not 
simply "question whether American 
lives were worth being lost to 
’charity.’" My point was not to 
compare the value of American lives 
to Somalia ones, but to question 
where there are adequate moral 
grounds for ordering American 
soldiers to risk or sacrifice their lives 
for the sake of a cause that has only 
the most tenuous connection, if any, 
to the American national interest, 
the concern for the sake of which 
the army exists. Someone who risks 

. his life to help other people of 
whatever nationality to suivive 
unquestionabty deserves our 
admiration; but it may not 
necessarity follow that our 
government should order soldiers to 
undertake these risks, when the

security of rights that this 
government was established to 
secure is not in question.

To the best of my knowledge, I 
also did not state that Operation 
Desert Storm was "in the interest of 
the Iraqi people." This might well 
have been the case, had we carried 
the operation to the point of 
overthrowing or at least effectively 
disarming the Iraqi dictator Saddam 
Hussein. But we did not do so, and 
it would be hard to say whether the 
Iraqi people are better or worse off 
today than if the United States had 
never liberated Kuwait (Their 
position would be an unenviable 
one in either case.) What is surely 
clear, however, is that the Kuwqiti 
people are better off as- a' result;' 
and it was the coincidence among 
the well-being of the Kuwait people, 
the vital interests of the United 
States, and the defense of freedom 
and human rights that I cited in 
justification of Desert Storm.
David L. Schaefer 
Associate Professor

While the Hart Attack has left 
the Hart Center breathless, the half 
time shooting contests have also 
been a huge success. Students have 
been randomly seleaed from the 
audience to participate in the 
shooting contest that awards HC 
athletic T-shirts. They have had the 
opportunity to show their skill or 
lack there of. The program has 
been made possible through the 
NCAA’s CHOICES program.

Through a grant from the 
NCAA, various Holy Cross student 
athletes, under the guidance of 
alcohol awareness advisor Salty 
Linowski Damon have devised 
various programs to heighten 
hlcdhol ' awareness-the halftime 
shooting-contest is one of the many. 
This past spring over 100 NCAA 
schools submitted ideas for 
programs. Holy Cross’ "Drunken 
Voices Make Bad Choices" won a 
$16,000 grant along with nine, other 
participating schools.

The purpose of the program is to 
use the atUetic arena as a place for 
promoting awareness. Damon and 
the student athletes hope a message 
of responsibility can be conveyed. 
Student athletes are often branded 
as "heavy or big drinkers," but this 
program gives them the opportunity 
to promote responsible drinking. 
Colleen Lynch, a member of the 
women’s swimming team noted, "We 
wear the T-shirts at our meets and 
other schools then have the 
opportunity to share in the 
message."

The students have been 
enthusiastic and hopefulty are 
responding to the mes^ge. The 
student athletes encourage everyone 
\o qttend^ all-remaining winter events® I 
and future spring contests. They 
also hope you will think about their 
message~"Drunken Voices Make 
Bad Choices."

Maureen Horgan *95

Editor^s Note: Cross’ Classics Rockers
Hoty Cross possesses many 

positive academic attributes that 
make it unique; small classes with 
approachable professors come 
immediately to mind. Likewise, the 
College is home to several distinct 
social traditions, such as Cape 
Week. It seems unfathomable that 
the best aspects of Hoty Cross’ 
academic and social realms could be 
combined under the auspices of a 
single entity. Though many people 
overlook it, just such an entity does 
exist here, thriving in the uppermost 
reaches of Fenwick; the Holy Cross 
Classics Department

On Tuesday evening, Hoty Cross’ 
foremost bastion of scholarship and 
social grace sponsored the first 
annual Jeremiah O’Connor Lecture, 
delivered by newly-endowed 
O’Connor Chair Professor Thomas 
Martin. Earlier in the week, I had 
heard about the upcoming talk from 
a hallmate and Classics fan, who 
had billed it as "lecture of the year." 
As an English major who has 
dabbled in the Classics a bit, I 
expressed interest in attending the 
lecture, but realized. that my busy 
schedule would probably rule out an 
appearance. Having completety 
forgotton about the lecture by the 
time Tuesday night rolled around, I

came to Hogan only to discover that 
my scheduled 7 p.m. WCHC talk 
show appearance had been 
canceled. With nothing better to do, 
I strolled up to the Crusader office 
to take care of some routine 
business, at which point I found 
Professor Martin’s talk primed to 
begin across the way in 519; 
recalling my hallmate’s advice, I 
decided to spend my unplanned free 
time hearing about those crazy 
ancient Greeks.

The two hours that followed, 
combined with my previous 
experiences with Classics at Hoty 
Cross, have brought me to the 
premise that I stated in my opening; 
that Hoty Cross’ Classics 
Department combines unparalleled 
erudition with the knowledge of how 
to have a good time. For those of 
you unfamiliar,, with the department, 
it is one of the best in the United 
States; the fact that Professor 
Martin, a noted Classics scholar, up 
and left his home in sunny Southern 
California as well as his job at lofty 
Pomona College to accept an 
endowed Classics chair at Hoty 
Cross is a dramatic tribute to its 
reputation. As for the social end, 
the Classics Department is 
renowned among its dedicated

followers for the quality of its 
informal gatherings; whether they be 
in the Fr. Joseph Fitzgerald Library 
(Fitzy’s Place to its regulars) on 
Fenwick 4, on the town in 
Worcester (Mechanics Hall is a, 
popular haunt of Professor John 
Hamilton), or at individual 
professors’ homes. While not a 
Classics major, I am proud to call 
myself a veteran of a few of these 
gatherings, including a dinner at the 
home of Classics Department Social 
Director Professor Ken Happe, who 
sadly is on sabbatical in Europe. 
Despite his absence, the 
department’s social agenda has not 
lagged, as the reception following 
the O’Connor Lecture demonstrated 
(more on this later).

For anyone with a working 
knowledge of the ancient world. 
Professor Martin’s talk was 
informative and intriguing; he 
eloquently addressed the question of 
why Athenian coinage inspectors 
and police officers wdre public 
slaves rather than citizens. Beside 
displaying an impressive grasp of his 
chosen topic. Professor Martin 
injected modem examples and 
incisive humor into his talk. While 
I’m sure that Athenian public slaves 
would not be most people’s chosen

topic of conversation (I know it 
wasn’t mine). Professor Martin’s 
expostulation ignited the crowd’s 
intellect, prompting a relativety 
lengthy question/answer session 
follovring the lecture. Academically 
fulfilled by the end of the talk, I 
found my enjoyment augmented by 
the generous reception that 
followed. In true Classics 
Department fashion, the spread 
featured various finger foods and 
and free drinks (even the booze!), 
not to mention such luminaries as 
Father Brooks, Jeremiah O’Connor 
’63 (the endowed chair’s benefactor) 
and several professors. I spent my 
last free half-hour partaking of the 
offerings and chatting with several 
of my professors and peers.

It is truty a rare occasion when 
one can combine serious intellectual 
discourse with a convivial social 
atmosphere. Thankfully, Hoty Cross’ 
Classics Department specialize^ in 
such occasions. I am grateful to 
have such opportunities available to 
me, and urge all Hoty Cross 
students to sample some in the 
future.


