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Hate in every murder

A
lthough murder 
renders the same 
result in every 
victim, its basic 
foundation is not concrete. As a 

result of continuously increasing 
support for hate crime legislation, 
ihurder is more commonly per- 

i„ceWed as a dissectable concept that 
can be easily separated into politi
cal categories.

The definition of hate crime, 
found in The Hate Crimes Sen
tencing Enhaiicement Act of 1994 
is “crime in which the defendant 
intentionally selects a victim, or in 
the case of a property crime, the 
property that is the object of the 
crime, because of the actual or 
perceived race, color, religion, 
national origin, ethnicity, gender, 
disability, or sexual orientation of 
any person.” Currently, thirty-- 
eight states and the District of Co
lumbia carry-concrete hate crime 
laws; eighteen of those do not in
clude sexual orientation. Eight 
states carry no hate .crime laws 
whatsoever.

With regard to murder, the 
concept of hate crime creates bar
riers between victims that do not 
need to exist. They are counter
productive to an ultimate goal that 
would benefit humanity as a 
whole: a system of justice that con
sistently and effectively punishes 
all violent death, that would facili
tates low a murder rate as possible. 
The potentiality of a reworked sys
tem depends heavily on two fac
tors. The first is the effort of the 
living murder victims, the family 
members and friends of violently 
killed persons; the second is the 
ability of the general population to 
relate to a murder victim, to con
nect on a mental and emotional 
level and be inspired, impassioned, 
or even scared into becoming dedi
cated to the prevention of another" 
such crime.

But becoming a hate crime leg

islation activist is not the right op
tion. Why? A recent example; the 
nationally visible aftermath of 
Matthew Shepard’s bmtal murder. 
The twenty-two year old student 
was mistaken for a scarecrow by 
the bicyclists who found him,

a fence, in the near-freezing Wyo
ming temperatures on October 14, 
1998. Since his death Shepard has 
become a crucifixion figure in 
more ways than the physical over
tone of that horrific assault scene. 
He has postmortemly become the 
tragic figure in the type of high- 
profile tragedy that so oftefl adds 
new fuel to the fire of political 
agendas'. Although police cite rob
bery as a possible motive in the 
attack, Shepard’s homosexuality is 
strongly considered to be a criti
cal factor as well. Advocates of 
hate-crime legislation, specifically 
legislation protecting homosexu
als, have intensified their efforts to 
establish such laws nationwide as 
a result of Shepard’s death.

Very probably, Matthew 
Shepard’s sexual orientation was 
the issue for his killers. But there 
are existing laws forbidding kid
napping, assault, and murder. A 
hate crime provision, had it ex
isted, would have had virtually no 
effect on the actions of Russell 
Henderson and Aaron McKinney. 
They were motivated enough to 
disregard the laws of their state and 
country; an additional law that 
gives extra protection to a group 
of people they allegedly hate 
wouldn’t have saved Matthew 
Shepard.

So the main issjie is that hate 
crime laws would make the differ
ence in the post-murder time, 
frame. With Shepard’s name be
ing used to push the political 
agenda, his case has become a 
question of gay rights in the legal 
system and the safety of gays 
within society. These are impor

tant, cmcial issues, but they should 
be addressed alongside the simpler 
fact that Shepard was an innocent 
man mutilated and killed, and what 
happened to him could happen to 
anybody, whether straight or gay, 
white or black, man or woman. 
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der victims, hate crime laws alien
ate the various groups of the sur
viving public, crippling the crime 
fighters as a collaborating unit. 
Murder is too large an entity to 
attack in little categorized sections. 
Most murders are hate crimes of a 
sort, and most murder motives are 
fundamentally the same: an indi
vidual has the drive and capacity 
to express power and dominance 
over a victim. Highlighting the 
differences between victims and 
motivations downplays the com
mon theme of murder, which leads 
to increased disassociation be
tween the involved parties and 
apathy in the public looking at an 
incident from the outside.

I
f aspects of a specific le
gal system are so corrupt 
that different types of 
people do .not receive 
equal consideration or treatment 

because of ignorant prejudice, the 
fundamental core of that system 
must be attacked. Individuals Who 
disregard existing laws of equal
ity will not enforce additional hate 
crime laws regarding murder. 
There are cases where the justice 
system is not as effective, where 
time and economically efficient 
sentences are handed down to mur
ders. Victims whose background 
or lifestyle makes their killer the 
perpetrator of a hate crime killing 
should not be the only-ones to re
ceive special, federal consider
ation. Time and energy should be 
sent correcting the system, so that 
all victims may rest in peace.

Mary Katery Laughlin is a 
Crusader columnist

Just a Little Crush
Alicia Tanskey

I have recently noticed that many of my friends on this campus, 
especially those without a significant other and sick of the random 
hook-up scene, are deeply rooted in issues with the opposite sex. I am 
referring to those people who spend their days swooning over that 
special someone who they are certain holds the key to their heart. If, 
only they could get up the courage to speak to him or her. Examples 
such as this are prevalent all over campils, from the infamous episodes 
of Kimball Stalking, to the calculated system of setting up dates for 
Opportunity Knocks.

This is basically a call to action for all of you who sit around, pin
ing over that guy or girl whom you refuse to make a move on. It’s 
time to stop talking and go for it. Throw caution to the wind. Make 
your move. As corny as it sounds, we must face'the truth: if no one 
ever put his heart on the line, there would be no lovers. Getting in
volved in any sort of relationship requires that you risk a part of your
self, sacrifice your treasured emotions for a second party to view and 
judge. Scary? Of Course, but it’s necessary in life and in love. And 
what I’ve found, through years of experience, is that even if the feel
ings aren’t mutual, living with that knowledge is still ten times better 
than living with “the big R” -.Regret.

It seems to be a facet of human desire,
- to lust after that which 

you cannot have.
As Queen of Crushes, I can understand why we enjoy them so 

much. It seems to be a facet of human .desire, to lust after that which 
you cannot have. Yet problems ariseVhen you begin to want only this 
item, when the girl or guy you are after becomes the focus of your 
existence. It’s pathetic, yes, but it happens almost too frequently. What 
once was an innocent crush on the awesome guy or girl you met at that 
party Saturday night soon evolves into a serious, mind-altering obses
sion. This outstanding individual, through no fault of his or her own, 
soon takes over your life. You’re paralyzed with a numbing fear of 
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until you either face up to your mission or shy away cowardly from 
this stunning individual.

If you are involved in one of these infatuations now, do something 
about it. Don’t take the coward’s way out. Don’t make the mistake 
that many of us had made, sometimes more than once in life - the folly 
of wanting something so badly, yet^not bothering to pursue it due to 
nagging fear. How do you get what you want without reaching for it? 
If it winds up hurting, you’ll be alright. It only stings a little, and then 
you can move on, free of questions and wonder. To my friends (and 
you-know who you are),.go ahead and risk it all. It’s time to stop 
swooning over the crushes in our lives. Give that girl in Healy a call, 
talk to that guy the next time you pass him on Caro. The only thing 
you have to lose is future regret. And honestly, the more space in your 
mind that is consumed with regret, the less space you have for those 
crushes.

Message From Allies, ABiGale and 
the G/L/B support group

To all the members of the Holy 
Cross community who may be 
afraid to reveal or express their 
sexual orientation:

In light of the recent series of 
homophobic events on campus, 
the members of campus, the mem
bers of ABiGale, Allies, and the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual Support 
Group would like to inform you 
that we are here for you. We em
pathize with your anger, shock, 
and pain.

Regardless of these events we 
would like to reassure you that this 
campus is safe for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and questioning students. 
The administration and the e-board 
members of the aforementioned 
groups are working closely to
gether in an effort to make the 
campus more open-minded, more 
diverse, and more cohifortable for 
all the members of the Holy Cross 
Community.

If you are G/L/B/? Or just want

to join in the crusade against 
'homophobia please feel free to 
come to an ABiGale meeting 
(Mondays at 10 p.m. in Room 
409), an Allies meeting (Tuesdays 
at 9:30, room TBA weekly), or the 
support Group which can be joined 
by calling Marybeth Kearns- 
Bairet in the chaplains office at 
x2618. There is a level of confi
dentiality in Allies and ABiGale 
and there is complete confidenti
ality in the support group.

This campus is supposed to be 
safe for every single one of its 
members - come join us in our cru
sade to break down the walls of 
hate and ignorance. We urge you 
to take advantage of these options 
and we hope that they will make 
you feel more at ease here. If, at 
this time, you do not feel comfort
able with these options please 
know that we have been there and 
that we walk with you anony
mously in complete solidarity.


