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Board of Trustees: the 
ultimate powers-that-be
By Susan Burke
Crusader Staff

The members of the Holy Cross 
Board of Trustees are a diverse 
group of people: CEO’s, teachers, 
doctors, lawyers, students, consult
ants, priests, and retirees. But what 
powers does this group have? And 
how do they affect the workings 
of the college?

Among the board’s notable 
members are Steven Florio, presi
dent and CEO of The Conde Naste 
Publications, Inc.; John P. Hamill, 
’61, president of Fleet Bank; 
Harold Ridley, S.J., president of 
Loyola College in Maryland; and 
Robert C. Wright, ’65, president 
and CEO of NBC.

The board is currently com
posed of 27 men and six women. 
All except seven are alumni. Four 
are members of religious orders. 
They are scattered all over the 
country, from the Virgin Islands 
to Tennessee to Washington, D.C. 
However, the majority reside in 
New York, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, and Connecticut. Four 
trustees still remain in Worcester, 
including acting president Frank 
Vellaccio.

"Only five members of the board 
graduated from Holy Cfoss in 

^980s and ’PQsTRecenf'graduates' 
-Sarah A. McSweeney, ’97, and 
Andrea M. Santoriello, ’98, num
ber among these. The other 21 
alumni graduated in the 1970s, 
’60s, ’50s, and ’40s. The current 
chair of the board is H.E. (Jack) 
Lentz ’67.

“The key word in Trustee is 
trust. The Board is entrusted with 
the health and future of the college.

These are exceptionally commit
ted people who are dedicated to 
improving Holy Cross. They are 
focusing on the big picture,’’ said 
Katharine McNamara, director of 
public affairs.

“The president of the college 
indicates who he would like to see 
on the Board of the Trustees,” said 
McNamara. “Generally these are 
people who have shown a commit
ment to and tremendous interest in 
Holy Cross. They all have special 
skills that they bring. Everyone has 
been selected for a reason.”

Members who are selected do 
not have to be alumni. The by
laws also state that the president 
of the college must be a member 
of the board.

“Most of the trustees honestly 
love Holy Cross and want to do 
what’s best for the college,” ex
plained former SGA co-chair 
Elizabeth Reichard ‘99. “There 
are always those that are extremely 
business-minded and want to make 
it a profitable business. However, 
I would never make the generali
zation that they’re all that way.”

Reichard, along with Margaret 
O’Neill ‘99, get to know more 
about the board during their term 
as SGA co-chairs; “Father Reedy 

'aIways”invitecHisno''dinner~witlr 
them,” explained Reichard.

“In general,” continued 
Reichard, “they don’t care too 
much in terms of dialoguing with 
the students. They don’t want to 
be micro-managers. They hire 
people to be micro-managers; they 
create the system the college will 
run in.”

“However, with ABiGaLe, they

did want to become micro-manag
ers. It drove me nuts because they 
have to be consistent. As far as 
I’m concerned, they should have 
had no role jn the decision of 
ABiGaLe because the passing of 
a student organization is not their 
job. As soon as it had to do with 
gay people, [the Trustees said] 
now we’re micro-managers be
cause God help us if a gay student 
organization gets passed on cam
pus.”

The board gathers on campus 
three weekends a year in Septem
ber, December, and May to hold 
meetings. Board members break, 
down into various committees and 
discuss the issues relevant to their 
group.

The above-mentioned commit
tees include those for academic 
affairs, student affairs, finance, 
investment, development and col
lege relations, and buildings and 
grounds. People other than the 
trustees can be members of these 
committees, although each must 
contain at least one trustee, accord
ing to the by-laws.

The by-laws of the board state 
that the board may “exercise, sub
ject to law and to the charter of the 
corporation, all the powers of 

"members^nd'artPthe powers of the" 
corporation ... the board of trust
ees shall have all the powers of 
directors and have general super
vision and control over property 
and affairs of the corporation; shall 
formulate and oversee the educa
tional and fiscal policies of the 
College of the Holy Cross; shall 
elect or appoint all officers of the

Continued on page 6.
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The Crusader! Chris Krai
The first floor of Wheeler was flooded on last week, due to a broken pipeline. 

The aftermath of the damageis shown in this photo.

Student sexually 
assaulted on Caro
By Kate Sheleg
Crusader Staff

During the -early hours of the 
morning on October 3, an alleged 
sexual assault took place on Caro 
Street, off-campus of Holy Cross.

While there are few details as 
to the actual assault, it is known 
that the victim was a female Holy 
Cross student who contacted the 
Worcester Police and was taken to 
the hospital for examining. The 
assailant remains unknown with 
no indication of whether or not he, 
too, is a Holy Cross student or 
Worcester resident.

When the assault occurred, the 
victim was reportedly alone at ap- 
proximately.3 a.m. Saturday morn
ing, traveling from Caro Street to 
Boyden Street. There is currently 
no description of the assailant 
available,

“Our biggest concern is getting 
information out to the student 
body,” said Public Safety Direc
tor Jeffrey Wilcox.

After Columbus Day break. 
Public Safety will be issuing a 
safety reminder to all students in 
an attempt to prevent further inci

dents.
The Worcester Polytechnic In

stitute and Becker College have 
also issued recent safety notices in 
conjunction with assaults that have 
occurred on their campuses. The 
WPI assault occured on Tuesday, 
September 18, according to a pub
lic safety alert. The young woman 
was assaulted on Ormand St. by 
three males, but she managed to 
break free and run to her car.

Becker College is investigating 
an assault that took place on Oc
tober 2. A young woman was as
saulted on Williams St. while wait
ing for a ride.

There does not appear to be a 
link between the incidences on 
these campuses and the one on 
Saturday morning; however, the 
Worcester Police Department con
tinues to investigate these alleged 
assaults.

This weekend’s assault appears 
to be an individual occurrence, but 
Public Safety reminds students to 
be careful, not travel alone, and 
look for upcoming personal safety 
information.

‘I’m mad as hell,
and Fm riot gonna 
take it anymore! ’
By Susan McMahon
Crusader News Editor

Underneath an array of pink 
and white balloons in front of the 
Hogan Campus Center, homo
sexual, bisexual and heterosexual 
students spoke out against hatred 
towards lesbians, gays and bisexu
als at Holy Cross. In a show of 
unity during Gay and Lesbian 
Awareness Month, about 30 stu
dents — gay and straight — de
nounced the angry words said and 
actions taken against homosexual 
students.

“Allies stickers being torn 
down; people yelling faggot down 
the hallways — we’re not going 
to take it. We’re really sick of it,” 
said Allyson Fegan Skinner, ’99.

At several points during the 
speak-out, which took place on 
Blue Jeans Day, students said they 
refused to be ashamed of their ho- 
ntosexuality. And other people 
were not going to scare them into 
submission or sheune.

“In times of trouble, the true 
protest is beauty. [Homosexuality] 
is not just OK and natural; it’s 
beautiful,” said Sara Sullivan, ’01. 
“Try to see the beauty. If you 
don’t, you’re losing out as much 
as we are.”

Malcolm McCluskey, ’99, 
agreed with Sullivan’s notion, and 
he expressed disappointment at the 
downfall of acceptance on the 
Holy Cross campus.

“People have been pushed out 
of this , school because they are

scared. No one should be denied 
an education because of other’s 
ignorance,” he said. “Don’t'let it 
happen. Don’t let any more stu
dents be pushed out of this col
lege.”

MattNuttall, ’99, discussed the 
responsibility of a heterosexual 
student to support the gay commu
nity on campus.

“It is our responsibility to put 
our foot down. You can’t consider 
yourself educated if you believe all 
the stereotypes,” he said.

Stephen Coady, ’99, spoke to 
three different groups of students: 
heterosexuals, homosexuals and 
those who are unaccepting of gays.

“To our heterosexual support
ers at Holy Cross: without all of 
you, we wouldn’t have Allies and 
we wouldn’t have ABiGaLe. To 
all the gays, lesbians and bisexu
als who are out of the closet; I draw 
strength from all of you. 1 think 
you are an inspiration to everyone 
at Holy Cross, not only to me, but 
to each other. Stay strong; we need 
to do it for each other and we need 
to do it for ourselves.

“To the people who question 
our existence on campus: closets 
are for clothes. You have no right 
to tell us we shouldn’t be here,” 
he said.

Skinner added to Coady’s re
marks by warning all those who 
thought the gay community should 
not exist at Holy Cross.

“We’re not scared anymore. So 
watch out,” she said.


